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NEWS RELEASE

15 May 2008

SEC GROUP WELCOMES GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT ON AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTRUCTION ACT

The Specialist Engineering Contractors’ (SEC) Group has expressed
its delight at the announcement that amendments to the construction contracts legislation contained in Part II of the Housing Grants, Construction and Regeneration Act 2006 Act will be included in the Government’s legislative programme for the next parliamentary session.

“This represents the climax of over seven years’ SEC Group lobbying
for enhancements to the current legislation,” said SEC Group chairman Trevor Hursthouse.

“We are grateful to construction minister Baroness Vadera and her officials for their help and support.”

Mr Hursthouse added that the amendments to the Act – which are to
be included in the proposed Community Empowerment, Housing and Economic Regeneration Bill – are expected to improve payment certainty across construction, reduce adjudication costs and introduce greater equality and fairness for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

SEC Group understands that the proposed legislation will be announced
in the Queen’s Speech on 5 November.
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Notes for Editors:

1.
Membership of the SEC Group comprises six premier trade 
associations, which in turn represent 7,000 specialist contracting 
companies. They are: the Association of Plumbing and Heating          Contractors (APHC); the British Constructional Steelwork 
Association (BCSA); the Electrical Contractors’ Association 
ECA); the Heating and Ventilating Contractors’ Association 
(HVCA); the Lift and Escalator Industry Association (LEIA);

and SELECT.

2.
For further information, please contact Professor Rudi Klein

on 07767 412903 (rklein@hvca.org.uk), or John Nelson on


07921 687301 (contact@secgroup.org.uk).
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