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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SEC GROUP RAISES THE STAKES ON HEALTH AND SAFETY

Speaking at the 2005 Health and Safety Summit in London on 24 February 2005, Trevor Hursthouse, Chairman of the Specialist Engineering Contractors Group announced an audit of construction sites to establish the extent of CSCS compliance.   The SEC Group Chairman explained that the audit was being organised by the Joint Major Contractors’ Group – representing the 16 largest M&E engineering companies in the UK – and would take place on 7 April 2005.  It will check cardholding amongst the directly employed, sub-contract and agency sections of the workforce.  Trevor Hursthouse said:
“In the last three years over 150,000 personnel in the engineering sector have undertaken health and safety training or testing in order to obtain CSCS – affiliated cards.  All this training has been provided by employers without help of training grants or levies.  We want to ensure that this substantial investment is not wasted.  We must insist that all those present on site must carry the skillcard and that this is regularly enforced.”
The SEC Group Chairman also launched a new Safe Site Access Certificate.  Almost 50% of accidents are caused by poor site management of health and safety. The Certificate will help in the implementation of the recommendation of the Strategic Forum for Construction that contractors should refuse to enter unsafe sites.  
The Certificate is in the form of a checklist enabling each trade to discuss its health and safety requirements with the principal contractor before the workforce enters the site.

Other initiatives announced by SEC Group include the development of gateways for assessing health and safety risks within the design process.  
SEC Group has developed core criteria to enable clients to recognise reputable schemes of corporate qualification that audit for high standards of health and safety.  SEC Group expects that this will do away with myriad health and safety prequalification schemes and vetting processes which do little to improve health and safety performance.
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1
The SEC Group comprises the construction industry’s six premier trade associations, which in turn represent 8,000 companies.  They are the Association of Plumbing and Heating Contractors; the British Constructional Steelwork Association; the Electrical Contractors’ Association; the Heating and Ventilating Contractors’ Association; the Lift and Escalator Industry Association; and SELECT (Electrical Contractors Association of Scotland)..
2
A full account of the initiatives launched by SEC Group at the Health and Safety Summit can be found on SEC Group’s website www.secgroup.org.uk.
3
A copy of the Site Safety Access Certificate is also available on the SEC Group website.
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For further information please contact John Nelson, Executive Secretary (020 7313 4819) or Professor Rudi Klein, Chief Executive (020 7313 4919/07767412903).
