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  NEWS RELEASE

(For release on 22 May 2008)
WELSH CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY
UP FOR 2012 OLYMPICS
The Welsh construction industry has supported Rhodri Morgan’s call for Welsh businesses to utilise the business opportunities created by the 2012 Olympics.  The First Minister was speaking today at an event organised by Constructing Excellence.

The Specialist Engineering Contractors’ (SEC) Group  - representing over 1000 firms in Welsh construction – whilst endorsing the First Minister’s call, has called for the Assembly Government to implement the 2012 Construction Commitments.

Speaking on behalf of SEC Group in Wales Andrew Marchant said:

“We need to get Welsh construction firms fit for the Olympics.  This means that the First Minister must ensure that the 2012 Commitments are applied to Welsh construction.  The Commitments comprise a number of best practice measures to ensure that there is teamwork in the delivery of construction.  They were launched by Tessa Jowell, the Olympics Minister, in July 2006.”

Andrew Marchant added:

“Too often firms in Welsh construction are held back by poor procurement practices, payment abuse and the outdated system of retentions by which monies are held back from firms for indeterminate lengths of time.  This prevents firms investing in training and updating their skills to take advantage of business opportunities.”

The SEC Group will be engaged in discussions with the Assembly Government to press for implementation of the Commitments.

· ENDS –

Notes for Editors
1. The Specialist Engineering Contractors’ Group represents over 1000 firms in the Welsh Construction industry.
2. The Commitments can be downloaded from www.strategicforum.org.uk
3. For further information please contact Andrew Marchant (07795 394 499) or Professor Rudi Klein (07767 412 903).
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