PRESS RELEASE

SEC GROUP AT 10 DOWNING STREET 

A Specialist Engineering Contractors (SEC) Group delegation visited 10 Downing Street on 28 June for talks with Geoffrey Norris – Senior Policy Adviser to the Prime Minister.

The discussion centred on ways of improving payment for SMEs in the construction industry. 

SEC Group gave strong support for the development of payment mechanisms – such as Project Bank Accounts – in public sector procurement. The National Audit Office Report on ‘Improving Public Services through better construction’ had endorsed project bank accounts. The SEC Group were in consultation with the Public Accounts Committee about a House of Commons hearing on the NAO Report.  

SEC Group said that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had recognised the continuing payment problems in the construction industry by establishing the Review of the Construction Act. The Review offered a real opportunity to strengthen the Act. There was an urgent need for the Government to put in place proper measures to tackle payment abuse. It was now essential that firms in the construction – particularly SMEs – should have certainty of timing and the amount of payment  

On the issue of retentions there was recognition, in principle, at the highest levels of Government that retentions should go. The issue now was to set a timetable of actions to achieve this.

As a supplementary issue SEC Group took the opportunity to raise the question of ProCure 21. SEC Group stressed that it was time for Government to end the uncertainty about the future of ProCure 21.  

Following the meeting the SEC Group Chairman Trevor Hursthouse said 

‘Geoffrey Norris was helpful and positive. We are now in a better position to approach the Chief Secretary to the Treasury and the Construction Minister at DTI on payment issues.’    

EDITORS NOTE:

The Members of the SEC Group are: 

Association of Plumbing and Heating Contractors

British Constructional Steelwork Association

Electrical Contractors Association

Heating and Ventilating Contractors Association

Lift and Escalator Industry Association

SELECT 

These organisations represent a sector comprising over 60,000 companies and a work force of more than 300,000.

Any enquiries to John Nelson – Executive Secretary of SEC Group – Email address ; contact@secgroup.org.uk

