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“Olympics should be Construction Best Practice Showcase” - Specialist Engineering Contractors (SEC) Group

SEC Group will be urging the Olympic delivery authority to promote best practice in awarding the contracts for the £2.4billion Olympic construction projects and the £7 billion of added transport infrastructure.

SEC Group will be advising the authority to adhere to the recommendations of the recent report of the National Audit Office (NAO):  “Improving Public Services through better construction”.

Speaking on behalf of SEC Group Lord O’Neill of Clackmannan said:

“The Olympics will be a sporting showcase.  The construction projects should be a best practice showcase.”

SEC Group will be highlighting the need for projects to be delivered using integrated teams of consultants, constructors and manufacturers appointed at the planning and design stages.

Lord O’Neill added:

“We will be advocating the use of project bank accounts and project insurance arrangements to reinforce teamworking. We will be vigilant in ensuring that there will be no adversial practices such as retentions.’

SEC Group plans to raise these issues in a meeting with Tessa Jowell, the Olympics Minister.
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Notes for Editors

1
The SEC Group comprises the construction industry’s six premier trade associations, which in turn represent 8,000 companies.  They are the Association of Plumbing and Heating Contractors; the British Constructional Steelwork Association; the Electrical Contractors’ Association; the Heating and Ventilating Contractors’ Association; the Lift and Escalator Industry Association; and SELECT (Electrical Contractors Association of Scotland).

2
Further enquiries to Professor Rudi Klein, SEC Group Chief Executive, (Mobile 07767 412903) or to John Nelson, Executive Secretary (Mobile 07921687301).

